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One of the main events during the second half of 2019 was a 
parliamentary Conference on Women in Leadership which was held in 
Nairobi, Kenya on November 4-5, 2019 in partnership with the Kenyan 
woman parliamentarian Association (KEWOPA). The theme of the 
conference was: The Value of Women Leadership – Towards a Positive 
Culture to Protect and Hold women Accountable. The conference was 
attended by a total of 45 participants, 37 women (19 Members of 
parliament including 1 PWD) and 8 men representing Kenya, The 
Netherlands, Sweden and the UK. Other participants were drawn from 
civil society, Government, and development partners. The plenary and 
panel sessions all focused around the value of women in leadership that 
will power progress – not only for women themselves, but for all.  

The conference was very timely especially in view of the current debate 
and discussion on inclusivity and national cohesion as envisioned in the 
Building Bridges Initiative (BBI) agenda as well as the continued 

legislative efforts to meet the two thirds Principle through 
the Representation of Special Interest Groups Bill 
popularly referred to as the Article 100 Bill on inclusion. At 
the time of the conference, the bill was in Second reading. 
The conference also came at a time when the world marks 
25 years since resounding resolutions on population and 
development were made. These centralise the rights and 
entitlements of women and girls to make choices on 
matters of reproduction in line with the development goals. 
Read More
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“Empowerment  of  women is  not  a 
gift from above and has to be fought 
for  and  that  fight  must  be  led  by 
women of  all  political  parties  and 
beliefs, to reach their shared goal.” 
John Corrie, President, AEPI.

“The pace of change is very slow and if we continue 
this way we will need 20 years to get to even 30% of 
our target.” 
Anne Mutavati, Country Director, UN Women.

http://www.aepi-international.org
https://www.aepi-international.org/2020/01/17/parliamentary-conference-on-women-in-leadership/
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Conversation’s with donors
Positive conversations have continued with donors and partners in 
Austria, Denmark, Ethiopia, Ireland, Kenya, South Sudan, Sweden, 
Uganda and UK. 

Support groups
Meetings have been had with parliamentarians in various countries 
towards forming AEPI Parliamentary Groups. As example alongside 
visits made to ADA in Vienna, Kampala and Ethiopia meetings there 
were also with members of the Austrian parliament in Vienna and in 
Upper Austria opening up their role and debating issues concerning 
Africa as well as with the North South Dialogue of Upper Austria to 
discuss collaboration.  

Partners
Two more visits have been made to S. Sudan since the first one in May. 
During the visit in January, meetings were held with the Speaker where a 
Memorandum of Understanding was signed. Conversations were held 
with various European embassies and with UNDP. A programme with the 
parliament is ready to be implemented once the political climate is 
conducive to it.  

A Memorandum of Understanding was also signed with the Oromo 
regional parliament of Ethiopia during a visit in November. This paves 
way for AEPI to conduct business in Ethiopia should funding be 
available 

During meetings in Stockholm in September with the Minister of 
Development Cooperation, the Deputy Speaker and SIDA, a meeting was 
held with Political Party Organisations towards possible partnership. A 
highlight of this conversation was the consideration of the needs of 
young aspiring politicians who have just entered the political arena.  
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President John Corrie and Speaker of 
the S. Sudanese parliament, Rt. Hon. 
Ubuch Ujwok Akuo sign a 

Danish  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  Jeppe  Kofod  and 
President John Corrie.

Meetings with the North-South Institute of Upper Austria. 
L to R: Eva-Maria Holzleitner - MP Austria, Marion 
Verweij - Director Operations AEPI, Gerda Weichsler-
Hauer - MP Austria, Jutta Kepplinger - Secretary.

L to R: Petra Rund -Head International Relations Austrian 
Parliament, Nico Marchetti -MP Austria, Marion Verweij 
-Director Operations AEPI, Henrike Brandstötter -MP 
Austria, John Corrie -President AEPI, Ralph 
Schallmeiner -MP Austria.

http://www.aepi-international.org
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Management Board
The Management Board held its second meeting in Stockholm in 
September and the Trustees in Nairobi in November. Amongst issues 
addressed was the structures and processes needed for a competent, 
effective and transparent organisational structure. 

The board elected Lord David Chidgey to its membership as of January 
2020. Formerly in the House of Commons, now in the House of Lords, 
Lord Chidgey is Co-Chair for the Africa Group and a Vice Chair for 
Sudan and South Sudan, and for Eretria. He is also Co-Chair for the 
Commonwealth All Party. Read More

Looking Forward
Alongside work on getting our due 
diligence in order, our main focus 
in the coming time will be to 
continue with the dialogues with 
various donors. Most pacifically we 
are looking at what might be 
possible within South Sudan whilst 
there is a 90 day pause in the peace 
process. 
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L to R:  Moses Bainapai 
(AEPI contact Juba),  John 
Corrie - President AEIP, Rt. 
Hon. Ubuch Ujwok Akuo 
(Speaker of SSTNLA) and 
Innocent Minega - Director 
Programmes AEPI in the S. 
Sudanese parliament.

President John Corrie 
visiting a pig farm 
during a field trip to 
visit potential partners 
in S. Sudan.

L to R:  Nelson Rombek (Poitical & 
Press officer, UK Embassy), Amb. Chris 
Trott - UK Ambassador to S. Sudan, 
John Corrie - President AEIP, Innocent 
Minega - Director Programmes AEPI 
and Moses Bainapai (AEPI contact 
Juba) during a recent meeting to the UK 
embassy in S. Sudan.

L to R: Joseph Lukyamuzi, Brendan 
Howlin, Katharine Bulbulia, Bodil 
Valero and John Corrie during a 
Management Board meeting in 
Stockholm in September.

New Management Board 
member, Lord David 
Chidgey, speaking at the 
AEPI conference in Nairobi 
in November.

http://www.aepi-international.org
https://www.libdems.org.uk/david_chidgey
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