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The first half of 2019 saw a lot of activity with AEPI. We 
began early in the year with the trustees appointing two new 
members to the AEPI Trust: Lord David Chidgey from the 
UK and Hon. Martha Karua from Kenya. Both of them have 
reputations that precede them in practical and effective 
humanitarianism. They both bring a wealth of experience to 
AEPI. 

In June the Management Board appointed Hon. Brendan 
Howlin as Vice President and Ms. Katharine Bulbulia as 
member of the Management Board, both from Ireland. As of 
1st July Ms. Bulbulia replaced Dr. Jan Nico Scholten as 
treasurer of the board.  

Whilst Dr. Scholten will remain Honorary Life President of 
the Trust, and his passion for the mission of AEPI is 
undiminished, he will play a less intensive role. We therefore 
want to take this opportunity to thank him for all his work. 
As our President John Corrie said: “Without Jan Nico’s 
dedicated drive for democracy in Africa to see all peoples 
have a voice and their basic human rights respected, not 
only would AWEPA never have been formed, but AEPI would 
never have risen from its ashes.” 
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It is with great pleasure that AEPI welcome these honourable 
ladies and gentlemen to our mission. We are honoured to 
have them on board. If you wish to read more about them 
please go to www.aepi-international.org / organisation.  

Conversation’s with donors
In the pursuit of the best ways to implement AEPI’s mission, 
meetings have taken place in Brussels, Dublin, London, 
Vienna and S. Sudan. In the meetings explanation was given 
as to why AWEPA folded and questions on the subject were 
answered in a candid and open dialogue. AEPI was 
introduced with explanation on lessons learnt and what has 
been modernised and looking ahead. Dialogue at the time 
and since continues into possible collaboration in the future. 
The first of these meetings took place in Dublin when leader 
of the opposition Brendan Howlin and Irish Aid’s Ruairi de 
Burca met with President John Corrie and Marion Verweij.  

Partners
In May an AEPI delegation visited S. Sudan. The main focus 
of the visit was to meet with the Norwegian embassy and 
UNDP, to discuss possible collaboration. 

Building on a history of a long and successful relationship in 
S. Sudan and a strong network with the MPs of the National 
Assembly. A meeting took place with the Clerk to the 
National Assembly. He noted that at least 150 new 
parliamentarians will soon need an induction programme and 
training, and as yet there is no programme and no funding to 
implement it. It was also heartening to the AEPI delegation 
to hear how much the previous training’s with AWEPA was 
valued. Many of the staff present had also benefited from the 
training’s and were excited at the possibility that AEPI was 
exploring possibilities to continue and develop the work. 

Just before leaving the country they were invited to meet 
with Speaker Anthony Lino Makana of the transitional 
National Assembly. The Speaker also spoke of his value for 
the important and effective work that was implemented in 
the past. He further expressed a keen wish for AEPI to work 
with the transitional parliament to assist them on the journey 
towards peace. 

During a June visit to Brussels visits were made to two of the 
African embassies in who’s countries we are engaging. As 
the Ugandan ambassador was abroad Deputy Head of 
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Front row, L to R: Chris Kaija, Innocent 
Minega. Back row, L to R: Ojja Bosco 
(Programme officer Norwegian embassy), 
Moses Bainapai (AEPI support) and 
Signe Gilen (Deputy Head of Mission 
Norwegian embassy). 

L to R: Mr.  Taban, Legal advisor, 
TNLA, Hon. Makuc Ngong Clerk of 
the S. Sudan National Legislative 
Assembly (TNLA), Chris Kaija 
(AEPI) and Innocent Minega.
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Mission, Ambassador Katungwe met the AEPI delegation. 
After introducing ourselves, and our HQ in Kampala in the 
form of Innocent Minega, conversation centred around the 
needs and possibilities in the country and the region.  

The delegation then visited the Ethiopian embassy to 
introduce AEPI and the fact that we are near to having a 
Memorandum of Understanding to hopefully work with the 
Ethiopian parliament.  

Support groups
The European Parliament already formed an AEPI support 
group in May 2018. But elections at the end of May put 
further engagement on hold for the first half of the year. In 
June an AEPI delegation visited the Parliament and had a 
number of conversations. Dialogue will continue after the 
summer recess.  

A similar situation arose with Belgian parliamentary 
elections also at the end of May. Dialogue was picked up 
with Hon. Els van Hoof and Hon. Sabine de Bethune in 
which a number of possibilities for the future were 
discussed. These discussions centred around women in 
leadership and eradicating Female Genital Mutilation and 
Child Marriage. 

In March Irish MP’s and former MP’s met with an AEPI 
delegation to discuss possible ways forward together. 

Management Board  
During both board meetings of the year the main topic of 
conversation was fundraising possibilities. During the second 
meeting it was decided to implement some small activities during 
the second half of the year. It was also agreed to research the 
possibilities for funding with smaller organisations, foundations 
and companies to see if there might be interested in funding an 
activity. 

Communications
The last six months saw further steps in our communications. 
Documents explaining who we are, our capacity and transparency 
have been produced. Having received confirmation from the 
AWEPA retainer the company that used to offer IT support have 
provided us access to all the documents as well as creating an 
AEPI server to be accessed by all staff wherever they are. We are 
also excited to be launching our new website this summer. You are 
invited to visit us at www.aepi-international.org. Feedback and 
suggestions are always welcome. 
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L to R: Joseph Lukyamuzi, 
Ethiopian Ambassador Grum Abay, 
President John Corrie.

L to R: Katharine Bulbulia, Denis 
Naughton, Maureen O’Sullivan met 
with President John Corrie and 
Joseph Lukyamuzi.
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Looking Forward
In November a Parliamentary Conference on Women in 
Leadership will be held in Nairobi in partnership with The Kenya 
Women Parliamentary Association (KEWOPA), The Society of 
Clerks at the Table (SOCATT), The Countries Assembly Forum 
(CAF), the government and civil society. The main participants 
will be Kenyan women MPs. The theme for the conference is: 

- Value of Women Leadership –
 working towards a culture to protect and 
hold women accountable in leadership. 

A trustees meeting will also be held in Nairobi in November. 

An exchange visit is being planned for KEWOPA and SOCATT to 
visit the UK and Brussels during the second half of November. 
KEWOPA are looking to share knowledge on various issues 
ranging from policies on GBV (gender based violence), 
affirmative action on women leadership, peace and security, and 
women living with disability and politics among others. SOCATT 
are looking to learn the best practices on oversight and legislative 
practices of devolved parliaments.   

Various meetings will be held in Stockholm in the beginning 
of September including the management board meeting and 
discussions are in process towards a possible visit to Spain. 
Research is in process with the idea of holding a regional 
parliamentary conference on Female Genital Mutilation in 
Dakar in the new year. 
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L to R: President John Corrie, board 
members Joseph Lukyamuzi and Bodil 
Valero, along with Innocent Minega 
and Marion Verweij during the second 
board meeting held in the European 
Parliament in June.

http://www.aepi-international.org

	e-Newsletter
	The African European Parliamentarians Initiative
	L to R: President John Corrie, leader of the opposition Hon. Brendan Howlin and Marion Verweij (AEPI) after a meeting with Irish Aid in March 2019.
	L to R: Mr.  Taban, Legal advisor, TNLA, Hon. Makuc Ngong Clerk of the S. Sudan National Legislative Assembly (TNLA), Chris Kaija (AEPI) and Innocent Minega.
	Front row, L to R: Chris Kaija, Innocent Minega. Back row, L to R: Ojja Bosco (Programme officer Norwegian embassy), Moses Bainapai (AEPI support) and Signe Gilen (Deputy Head of Mission Norwegian embassy).
	Conversation’s with donors
	Partners
	L to R: Joseph Lukyamuzi, Ethiopian Ambassador Grum Abay, President John Corrie.
	L to R: Katharine Bulbulia, Denis Naughton, Maureen O’Sullivan met with President John Corrie and Joseph Lukyamuzi.
	Support groups
	Management Board
	Communications
	L to R: President John Corrie, board members Joseph Lukyamuzi and Bodil Valero, along with Innocent Minega and Marion Verweij during the second board meeting held in the European Parliament in June.
	Looking Forward

